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Message from the Chair
The Friends of Baring Head Trust’s relationship with the Greater
Wellington Regional Council continues to grow as we work together on
a range of projects and activities.
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The repairs on the historic pump house are complete, the building
looks great and we’re planning an ‘opening day’ later this year. Small
mammal monitoring continues, seeds and cuttings have been collected
for propagation and planting, we’ve made an early start to this year’s
planting programme. Meanwhile, a working bee has weeded, watered
and mulched those of last year’s plants at the Khyber Pass that
managed to survive their very dry first summer. This winter we will be
developing a weeding programme. Our discussions continue with
Greater Wellington about larger, more ambitious projects to protect
and enhance some of the areas with particularly high natural values
and to conserve the lighthouse complex.
Baring Head is becoming an increasingly popular recreational
destination and will become even more so once we starting making
visible progress on some of these initiatives. Greater Wellington has
put in some very good signage and constructed a proper car park at
the beach end of the property. Toilet facilities at the bridge entrance
will be going in soon. We are talking with the Council about signage for
the pump house, plus seating and picnic tables at several locations
along the walking track.
Read on to find out more about all of this activity and for dates and
opportunities for you to participate. Do note, too, the new opportunity
to explore the Wainuiomata lower dam in the Wainuiomata Recreation
area – add it to your list of things to do coming or going to Baring
Head.
All very exciting!
Joy Baird
Chair

Ranger's Roundup
The last four months at Baring Head has been busy with a lot of
activities going on in the park. In February, we had a guided walk for
the public from the car park to the lighthouse and back again. Michael
Kelly, a local historian, came along and gave a brilliant talk about
Baring Head and the lighthouse’s history. The public gave lots of
positive feedback about the area as well as the event and we will do it
again this summer.
A lot of work has also been going on park access, fencing and
amenities. Some road work has been done on the main track up to the
lighthouse, the track down to Fitzroy Bay and the track along the
beach front; a blocked culvert along the main road was dug up and
replaced; and more road works are planned in the next couple of
months to add metal to the stretch from Fitzroy Bay turnoff along
towards the lighthouse.
This year, Greater Wellington also embarked on upgrading and fixing
our boundary fence along coast road. The first part was to get the car
park sorted and this was completed just before Labour weekend last
year. The fencing has continued with the last stretch being completed
as you read this update. The last task was to remove the fence north
of the Baring Head bridge carpark and replace the whole length with a
new fence.
The Council was hoping to have a toilet installed at the Baring Head
bridge car park in May but it has been delayed until June, due to some
timing issues over building and resource consent. One of the picnic
tables for which the Friends are fundraising will be installed here.
The up and coming work is to install a track from the bridge up to the
top terrace to allow horse riders to do a loop ride. The bridle track will
also be used by walkers and bikers so they won’t have to use the fourwheel-drive road. An internal fence is also to be installed to exclude all
stock from the planned restoration area. This is part of a biodiversity
area plan that Greater Wellington is working on.
Fish and Game Wellington Region has been running a permit for duck
hunting along the Wainuiomata River in Baring Head from 4 May to 30
June 2013. Greater Wellington set out some areas along the river
where duck hunting is not allowed because it is too close to our public
walking tracks. The hunting is being closely monitored and will not
exclude other activities in the park. However, users are advised that
they will likely hear gunshots in the vicinity, particularly in the early
morning and evenings.

Ranger's Roundup cont.

Lastly a plan for the lighthouse complex will be drawn up in the next
few months. Greater Wellington is currently working on a brief to
tender for an external contractor. It will contract a historian to cover
the issues involved and make recommendations to the council. The
Trust, too, will have a chance to comment and advise before the
tender is let.
Mark McAlpine
East Harbour Park Ranger

What has been going on at Baring
Head

The pump house – our first project finally
finished

Figure 1 - Before

It’s hard to believe that our first project kicked off in March 2011
when trustee, Richard Nester – a historic technical advisor –
accompanied by fellow trustee Colin Ryder inspected the old pump
house on the property to see whether its restoration would be a
worthwhile first project for the Friends. Richard concluded that, while
the building was showing signs of neglect and lack of maintenance, its
repair to a sound condition would be relatively straightforward and
within our capabilities.
Once the Trust Board agreed in principle to proceed with the project,
Richard, for his sins, prepared a conservation report (which detailed
what work was necessary and how it was to be carried out) for the
Greater Wellington Regional Council’s endorsement. Once this was
received, Richard drafted a budget that formed the basis of a funding
application to the Wellington Community Trust for the materials and
consumables involved. This was approved and the donation appeared
in our bank account in August 2011.

Figure 2 - During

What had seemed initially to be a simple and relatively easy job
proved not to be the case. The roof went on first – and just as well
because a recently broken fibrolite panel had opened up the inside to
the elements. Several working bees then tackled the preparation and
painting of the exterior walls. Three of these were to be relatively
straightforward but the northern wall proved to be extremely difficult
– several decades of direct sunlight had baked the paint into a

Pump house cont.

concrete hard, crocodile-patterned skin. Many dusty, sweaty and
frustrating hours of hand sanding and scraping made remarkably little
impact and it wasn’t until Mark McAlpine, the East Harbour Regional
Park Ranger, went in with a portable generator and a power sander,
that we were able to knock it off.
While all this was going on, Richard organised and helped install
replacement windows and a door.
One of the last jobs was the removal of six inches of rock-hard, almost
fossilised sheep manure from the interior. This yielded up a number of
artefacts as well as a skeleton of a sheep. Nice!
The result looks good. We have already started to clear away the
gorse and have planted some native trees, and intend to provide
some interior seating, a picnic table and an interpretation panel. We
see the pump house being a destination in its own right for many
visitors, particularly for those who can’t or don’t have time to go up to
the top. We have chatted informally to the Council about putting in a
loop track back along the river to make the walk a bit more enjoyable.

Figure 1 - Done!

A lot of people and organisations have contributed to making this
project a success. Here are some of them:









Wellington Community Trust provided the funding needed for the
project. A particular thank you to the Trust for its patience as this
project has taken longer than we anticipated
Dulux International donated the paint
R.J Ellington rebuilt the window
Paul Kristensen reroofed the building
Ian Cheriton assisted with installing the window, constructed and
installed the door, and donated most of his time
our partners at the Regional Council supported us with logistics
and elbow grease. Mark McAlpine in particular went the extra mile,
both literally and figuratively, to help us
Richard Nester contributed his professional expertise, projectmanaged the work and worked on site on many occasions with
contractors and volunteers
lastly, but most importantly, those who put in the hours at the
wall-face. A big thank you to some really good people from the
Tararua Tramping Club who joined us on the last couple of
working bees.

There we go, folks. Our first project under our belt. Onwards and
upwards

Small mammal monitoring
Monitoring, as many will now know, is done every three months, and
we have recently completed the May monitoring. A core of valued
Tararua Tramping Club group is now ensuring that we can complete
the monitoring each time, with other people joining to ease the
load. The procedures are now well polished, and we have been
getting full data.
The weather was kind to us in May, but clearly a lot of the animals
had decided it was winter and weren't coming out to play in the
ink. So the volunteers commented that they were seeing fewer
hedgehog prints than is usual on the grassy sites, and almost no weta
and lizards. But we did get confirmation of possums on the
escarpment. We'll have the official count available when GW staff
have processed the cards.
We have the full data from February if any member wishes to see
that.
While monitoring needs to be ongoing, we now have enough data
available to allow the beginning of a discussion on predator control,
although more specific measuring of densities of species such as
possums may be needed before final decisions are taken.
Information on what may be happening at Baring Head is also
available from other work – there is clear evidence, for instance, that
a large proportion of banded dotterel nests at Pencarrow Head are
being preyed upon by hedgehogs. Banded dotterel nest success is
similarly low at Baring Head and this, combined with relatively high
hedgehog tracking, suggests that hedgehogs might be having a high
impact on dotterel nest success at Baring Head as well.

Seed collection
A small but valued team spent Saturday 6 April helping the ranger
collect seed and cuttings for propagation. We were favoured with
relatively little wind, and the rain only arrived briefly just as we were
complaining about being hot. One member, a botanist who has
surveyed much of the park in the past, helped us quickly find some of
the rarer species.
We collected a lot of seed from the divaricating coprosma ( C.
propinqua) that forms much of the vegetation in the ‘grey scrub’ and
along the riverbanks. These will form a large part of our future
plantings. The seed is fiddly, as their berries are tucked away in the
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tangle of branches, but using gloves and plastic trays to hold
underneath, we got a good number. We were too late for flax, but
took a lot of toetoe heads (although whether they have viable seed is
hard to tell in the field), which will be grown for planting along the
riverbanks. Ngaio was just starting ripen, so we collected the first of
the crop and will get more later in the month. The ngaio planted last
year have been one of the least affected by the wind and exposure,
and they are fairly resistant to sheep, so we hope to extend plantings
of this species along the riverbanks over the next few years, including
in areas that are still being grazed.
Only one of the cabbage trees that we’d expected to be ripe had
seed, but cuttings were taken from a Clematis afoliata that has
managed to survive the sheep. As the name suggests, this clematis
has almost no leaves and forms a tangled mass of green stems over
other plants. We also got cuttings from the only plant of Brachyglottis
greyi that we could reach. The last few plants are hiding out on a
steep bluff near the southern road, where the sheep (and botanists
without ropes) can’t reach them. Many gardeners will be familiar with
this plant (under the old name of Senecio greyi), but in the wild it is
restricted to the Wairarapa, on or near the coast. Baring Head is at
the southern end of its distribution.
We were also able to admire two species of mistletoe. Only two plants
of the rarer species were seen, and they have been badly affected by
stock, but they are showing signs of recovery now that cattle have
been removed. The other species (a Korthalsella species) is common
throughout the grey scrub, growing on the divaricating coprosmas.
In total, we collected seed or cuttings from about 20 species, so we
will have a good range of plants coming out of the nurseries in the
future.
The collected material will be passed by Greater Wellington to MIRO
or other nurseries for growing. MIRO have kindly agreed to do
propagation work for Baring Head as well as the rest of the East
Harbour Regional Park. (MIRO –‘mainland island restoration operation’
– run intensive pest control and other work in East Harbour Regional
Park. They have a nursery near Geological and Nuclear Sciences in
Seaview.) We aim to plant at least 1000 plants each year. We have
scheduled a number of planting days this winter (see ‘Next planting
days’ below) using plants that MIRO have in stock, or that are
available from other sources. We will also be encouraging natural
regeneration (e.g. by clearing small patches in the grass or scattering
seed of species that germinate readily in the field).

Our first planting day
Our first planting day for the year was held on 4 May 2013. Weather
forecasts were ominous, so planning was based on the assumption
that it would be wet and windy and not many people would be brave
enough to join us. Instead we had a calm, hot day and plenty of
volunteers.
We based ourselves at the pump house for the first part of the work.
Pairs of planters headed out along the riverbank, tucking a ngaio into
the gorse every 50m or so. Unlike last year's planting, these were
going into riverside silt, so the digging was very easy and we quickly
ran out of trees. With a gorse shelter around them, we were confident
that these would be unaffected by the sheep, and be available to
shelter further plantings when the sheep are removed. In the longer
term, trees shading the river will help reduce the water weeds and
improve native fish habitat. Inspection the following week showed,
however, that the rabbits were not completely deterred, and a few of
the trees were rather shorter than when they went in. So we've solved
that problem by giving them (or those we could find) plastic sleeves.
While we were doing that, Colin put another coat of paint on the new
pump house door. Some of the weeds near the pump house were also
cleared away, ready for when the picnic tables go in. And a kowhai
was planted (with a barrier of logs around it to keep the sheep off) in
the right position to provide shade, eventually, over the table. The
rabbits haven’t attacked it, and it is now further protected by a plastic
sleeve.
After tea and cake in the sun, we moved down to last year's planting
site. The drought had hammered the plants, but a lot are still hanging
on. We added more plants in the gaps and out into unplanted areas –
we hope these will have a nicer start to life than their predecessors.
In July we'll plant the new car park, and as soon as the toilet has ben
installed, we'll plant around the old car park to provide some shelter
on those breezy days.

Project Crimson contribution
Project Crimson was set up to bolster the national population of
pohutukawa (and other related Metrosideros species like rata) that are
selectively browsed by possums and locally extinguished. At Baring
Head we are particularly interested in planting rata, with its beautiful,
crimson flowers. In both the North and South islands, rata ranges
from a lowland to sub-alpine specie. The northern rata, which can
begin life as an epiphyte in the canopy yet develop a huge trunk and
grow to 30m high, is particularly spectacular.
Project Crimson has responded positively to our request for assistance
to allow us to introduce rata to the park. They have provided not only
100 trees, but also $300 to allow us to make heavy stock excluders to
protect trees from cattle and sheep. MIRO has successfully employed
that technique in other parts of the East Harbour Regional Park.
The trees will mostly be planted in the area around the northern road
up the escarpment, where they will have some shelter from the wind
and add diversity to the trees that have survived there.

And a plea for assistance – if any members (or their friends) are able
to help us with constructing excluders from reinforcing steel/mesh,
we'd love to hear from you.

Next planting days

22 and 23 June 2013. If the weather is unsuitable, this will be
postponed to the following weekend.
Meet at Baring Head Bridge car park at 10 a.m. for a day of planting.
We’ve got to get in some 600 natives each day (1200 trees in all!) at
Khyber Pass so we need your help.
Please bring warm and wet weather clothes as the weather down
there can be quite unpredictable. Also bring something to eat and
drink to keep you energy levels up (a hot thermos might be a goer).
Please do not feel obliged to stay the full day – any help is great.

Making a day of it in Wainuiomata
Valley

The newly opened Wainuiomata lower
dam

The historic Wainuiomata Lower Dam opened to the general public for
the first time in 129 years on Saturday 16 March, 2013, a new addition
to the Wainuiomata Recreation Area. Greater Wellington Regional
Council is opening the area to the public after developing buggyfriendly tracks and other facilities to make the area around the dam
accessible and safe. Completed in 1884, the dam is one of the oldest in
New Zealand and was a significant source of water for Wellington until
the 1950s.

Introducing the new principal ranger

Jimmy Young started in March 2013 as the new principal ranger
eastern sector. The eastern sector parks include East Harbour,
Wainuiomata Recreation and Water Catchment areas, Pakuratahi,
Akatarawa and Kaitoke. Jimmy will be leading the eastern parks team
and working closely with Wayne Boness who manages the regional
council’s western parks.

A word of warning!
Greater Wellington Regional Council has decided to allow some duck
shooting on the riverbanks during the hunting season (effectively the
rest of June). However, it has stipulated that hunters wishing to shoot
must request specific permits, must signpost the areas that could be
accessed and must notify the ranger that permits have been issued.
Areas of highest public use, such as round the bridges, are excluded.
To date no permits have been issued but if you are wanting to visit
over the next three weeks you can check with Greater Wellington
Regional Council or with Fish and Game as to whether anyone has a
permit.
The Trustees are planning to talk further about this issue with the
Council.

Can you help fund new picnic tables
at Baring Head?
From time to time the Friends are asked how people can assist with
activities at Baring Head. As well as planting and small animal
monitoring, here’s another opportunity.
Greater Wellington has asked the Friends if we could help to fund the
construction of four picnic tables to be installed at strategic points
around the walking track. These will make visiting more comfortable
and enjoyable, particularly for family groups and older people as well
as complementing two seats generously donated by the Hutt City
Council.
With Greater Wellington providing the labour, our share of the overall
cost will be in the order of $6,500. We would like to give you the
opportunity to contribute financially towards this important project by
making a donation towards what we are paying. If your generosity
extends to donating more than $200 towards the tables, we will
acknowledge your sponsorship on a plaque. Once the picnic tables are
in place, all donors will be advised so you can join us to launch the
tables and test them out!
You can make your donation by posting it to the Friends of the Baring
Head Charitable Trust, PO Box 38076, Wellington Mail Centre, Lower
Hutt 5045, or paying direct to our bank account:
Westpac 030543 0326859 00 50.

Become involved at Baring Head
We are always looking out for volunteers and new members, and they
are always welcome. As you can see, there are plenty of opportunities
to volunteer and we need a range of skills. So spread the word!
You can also help us by simply becoming a Friend of Baring Head. To
find out more information about what the Trust is doing simply click on
this link. Feel free, too, to forward this newsletter on to those you
think might want to join.
Membership comes in four levels – individual (waged $20 or unwaged
$10), family $30, or organisation $50.
The financial year runs from 1 July to 30 June. For those with web
access, click here to get a membership/renewal of membership form.
Those without email may send a subscription and a request for
membership to:
Friends of Baring Head Charitable Trust, PO Box 38 076 Te Puni Mail
Centre Lower Hutt 5045.

