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Friends’ activities at Baring Head
The Lighthouse Complex

In 201 0, land at Baring Head became available for sale. One of the reasons
one group of the many stakeholders urged that it be bought as a public park
was because of the lighthouse complex.
In the 1 9th and well into the 20th century, lighthouses mattered to New
Zealand. A system of lighthouses round the coast, said one politician in the
1 870s, would help the country attain its future ‘as a great maritime nation.’
Whether those aspirations were achieved is possibly debatable. But there can
be no argument that for over 1 50 years, lighthouses helped assure safe
navigation for overseas ships importing essential goods, for little traders
working round the coast bringing goods to export ports, and for ships leaving
the country with merchandise for export.
The lighthouse keepers were, of course, critical to the workings of those
coastal lighthouses. There is a lighthouse station complex on privately owned
land at Cape Campbell, and Baring Head, too, is the other complete example
of a lighthouse station that New Zealand has left. Uniquely, Baring Head is in
easy reach of a big population centre. When the extraordinary opportunity
arose in 201 0 to buy what is now a part of the East Harbour Regional Park, it
was also a once-in-a-lifetime chance to acquire the station and its buildings
and to ensure that an important aspect of our economic and social history
would not be lost.
For some time, the Trust has been working with Greater Wellington on how
the houses can be sensitively restored and used by a wide range of the
public. Inevitably, this has not been a fast process, but we are now looking at
what needs to be done to achieve publicly available and flexible
accommodation along the sort of lines developed at Matui/Soames Island –
affordable, tidy, simple and comfortable.
Central to achieving this vision, of course, are funding and volunteer effort.
Expect to hear more from us on progress and what you can do to help make
restoring and using the Baring Head buildings a key to their future and your
enjoyment.
Helen Beaglehole

Trap-line along Orongorongo StationBoundary

Since October 201 3, I have caught 1 21 pests in what is a short trap line of 1 6
DOCs and four Timms traps along the beach frontage next to a banded
dotterel colony. Catch rates have not really reduced over time. This reflects
significant numbers of animals continuing to invade the immediate area from
elsewhere and thus reducing the effectiveness of the current measures in
place, which essentially provide a last line of defence, to protect the birds.
The birds’ breeding success has improved significantly since 201 3, but
experience elsewhere has demonstrated that the efficacy of such
programmes can be enhanced if buffer control zones can be placed around
such ecologically sensitive areas. To this end, the Trust has gained the
approval of the owners of the neighbouring Orongorongo Station to install and
service fifteen traps along their fenceline on the Coast Road. This line is
adjacent to the area currently being protected.
We have recently learnt that an application to the Infinity Foundation for the
bulk of the funding needed for this work to proceed has been successful. The
traps will be installed by the Greater Wellington Regional Council’s biosecurity
staff and serviced by volunteers (probably me in the first instance).
Many thanks to both the Infinity Foundation and Gael and Jacinda from
Orongorongo Station, without whose support this project would not have
happened.
Colin Ryder

Protection of Fitzroy Bay Wetland

With the end of the Regional Council’s financial year only three months way,
its staff are able to bid for any unspent money set aside for contingencies.
Robyn Smith, its Biodiversity Adviser responsible for Baring Head, bless her,
successfully applied for some money to fence off a small (about 1 ½ hectares)
wetland behind the Fiztroy Bay beach. Stock had been trampling the site and
eating out the native vegetation while getting access to water.
This is a small but valuable little project and is typical of the sorts of one-off
opportunities which arise from time to time but which are outside the scope of
the Biodiversity Action Plan. The banded dotterel protection project, which
was funded by the Friends, is another example.
I have to admit that I have walked past this site many times and never
realised that the wetland was there.
Colin Ryder

Coastal weeds: what we’ve done, what we’re doing, and
where we are going
An important feature of the park is its fairly intact coastal vegetation.
The sandy areas are dominated by native dune plants, particularly spinifex,
but there is also one small patch of pingao left. The rockier areas have turfs
dominated by silver mat daisy (Rauolia australis), which are now quite rare
ecosystems in Wellington.
There are two main threats to these communities. One is off-road vehicles.
That problem has been reduced a lot, thanks to the new carparks and fencing
on the south coast. The other is weeds. That’s a harder problem to fix, but we
are making real progress.
The Pernicious Weeds

Pernicious weed is the name of a very good beer made by the Garage Project
brewery in Wellington. It is also a weed that causes harm to other plants. The
very attractive yellow horned poppy (Glaucium flavum) certainly meets this
criterion at Baring Head, and indeed at many other coastal sites throughout
New Zealand. This garden escapee is a prolific self-seeder and can quickly
overwhelm our native rare coastal ecosystems, such as coastal turfs and
cushion fields.
While other important weed species, such as boxthorn and tree lupin, can be
relatively easily dealt with by spraying, albeit at some expense, horned poppy
is best controlled by hand, either by pulling or grubbing them out. It is the
weed the Friends started with. It spreads rapidly and has become dense in
areas that have been infected for a while. It appears to be a perennial that
keeps putting out more rosettes as it gets older. And it produces a huge
number of seeds. A rough count of one seedhead found about 250 seeds. An
average rosette produces dozens of seed heads. A square metre of highly
infested ground might have as many as 1 0 plants. The numbers of seeds are
frightening, so the surprising thing is that there isn’t more of it – not that’s a
problem!

Yellow Horned Poppy

The other surprising thing is that it seems to be a tractable problem. This is
why, while most of you have been enjoying the balmy summer weather, bands
of volunteers, organised by the Friends of Baring Head, have been out,
tackling the dense stands of horned poppy at Baring Head. Over the past two
summers, we’ve cleared much of the beach along Fitzroy Bay and made
significant inroads along the southern beach between the river and the
boulders. Because the seed is setting, we’ve spent the past few weeks
removing several cubic metres of seedheads to prevent further infestations.
We can now remove the plants themselves at our leisure over the rest of the
year.
So we anticipate we should be able to keep up with new seedlings and
missed plants with just one or two working bees a year. It will take a bit more
effort to get the south coast to the same state, but only a small proportion of
the coast is densely infected, so we are sure we can get there. In the
meantime, the council had its contractors start on the boxthorn. There are
good reasons for us to leave that plant to them – even when dead they
continue to be a dangerous plant to handle, so spraying is far more practical
than cutting and stump-pasting. However, we are taking out the small plants
that aren’t likely to be picked up by the contractors.
And we have started lupin control along the dune areas that have good
spinifex populations. We are pulling out very small plants, but larger plants
need cutting and pasting. Not only are larger plants hard to remove, but
disturbance of the ground is likely to encourage seed germination, creating a
new problem. Small plants fortunately only have a narrow tap root, so come
out with minimal ground disturbance.
And progress to date?

It appears that in most areas the native plants will spread out to occupy the
newly empty sites. Spinifex and Raoulia have flowered well this year, and
there are a lot of the small native shore convolvulus (Calystegia)and other
natives coming up where they are sheltered by driftwood or other plants. But
there are missing species that it would be good to re-introduce, if grazing by
sheep and rabbits can be prevented. We have made so much progress on
weed control that we have already needed to start a discussion with the
council experts on how to manage the transition to a native ecosystem.
Paula Warren and Colin Ryder

Rauolia native turf plant with nasty horned poppy.

Beachcombing and geomorphology outings

We and the regional council organised two outings this year that had a strong
educational focus.
As we noted in the January newsletter, the Friends have now produced a
small booklet to help visitors identify things they find on the beach. The
launch was part of an event at Fitzroy Bay, complete with 4WDs providing the
transport! Now there are some copies of the booklet in a plastic box at the
beach cleaning station at Fitzroy Bay. Or send a request for a copy to me at
pwarren@doc.govt.nz, with your postal address, and I’ll send you one.
We are planning another publication, too. The Greater Wellington evening
geomorphology walk was on a glorious fine and calm evening for the walk
and there were good numbers. Ranger Mark McAlpine has noted how one of
our trustees pointed out the main landforms and explained a bit about how
they were formed. That information we are going to pull together and add it to
the website as a self-guided walk option for visitors.

Facebook page

Enjoying the ride - P. Hughes

Our Facebook page is now being regularly updated with news about upcoming and past events. This is the best place to go to find out what is going
on, and will include notifications of activities that are organised at short notice
and not advertised to the email list (e.g. if a few volunteers are going out to do
poppies and would be happy to have others join them).
Paula Warren

Ranger Roundup
The Baring Head events “Pencarrow Coast Ride”, “Evening Ecology Walk”,
“Baring Head/ Ōrua pouanui 4WD trip” and “Explore Baring Head/Ōrua
pouanui” have all been held and were popular with the public – some
participants came to more than one event.
The Pencarrow Coast Ride, with 36 cyclists, went from Burdans Gate to the
Wainuiomata Coast Road (25 January). The weather was sunny and warm
and the wind was on our side with a gentle breeze to push us along and keep
us from overheating. There were even walkers enjoying the views from Baring
Head as we rode on pass them.
Paula Warren from Friends of Baring Head led the evening walk at the coast
on the “Evening Ecology Walk” out at Baring Head (28 January). It was fully
booked with 30 people turning up on a lovely evening to explore the way
landforms of the park have been shaped, including oxbows, terraces and
coastal dunes. The walk went from the Wainuiomata Coast Road to Fitzroy
Bay and back.

Trustee Paula Warren talking to two members of the public about oxbows on the evening ecology walk in the
shade of the hill.

The “Baring Head/ Ōrua pouanui 4WD trip” (22 February) provided easy
access to the lighthouse complex. Seventy-two people went on one of three
guided 4WD trips to the lighthouse for views of Cook Strait and southern
Wellington. Staff from NIWA were on-site to talk about the weather research
station located there (see for more information
https://www.niwa.co.nz/atmosphere/facilities/baring-head ).
The “Explore Baring Head/Ōrua pouanui” (1 March) event provided an
opportunity for 20 people to explore the unique history of the area. Local
historian Michael Kelly and myself guided the walk around Baring Head on a
fine, but slightly windy day. A lot of people had never been to Baring Head
and it was nice to show them around this wonderful area.
The banded dotterel season has finished and the numbers have been
crunched. Below is a table showing the combined results for the last four
seasons. For the first two years, only monitoring was undertaken of the birds
to see what was happening. Then, for the last two seasons, both predator
control, signage and a fence have been put in place.
This shows that the initiatives are working with an overall increase of nesting
success to 1 5-20%.At first glance the Baring Head results for this year were
great with a total of 66% of monitored nests successfully hatching and a
minimum of five juveniles fledged. But be warned! These results need to be
taken with a grain of salt as the number of nests at Baring Head is low so any
one failure or success greatly affects the results.
The positive work that FOBH and the Council have done so far is having a
beneficial effect and leading to greater breeding success.
Year

Likelihood that a nest at either Parangarahu Lakes or
Ōrua-pouanui/Baring Head will survive until hatching

2011 -1 2 (without dotterel mgmt.)
201 2-1 3 (without dotterel mgmt.)
201 3-1 4 (with dotterel mgmt.)
201 4-1 5 (with dotterel mgmt.)

2.0%
3.3%
1 9.8%
1 4.8%

I would like to mention that the bridle track (multi-use track) from the first
corner of the road that heads uphill from the bridge to the ridge has been
formed (digger work completed) and now can be used. We still have some
work to do to on this track with grass seeding, directional signage and adding
it to our website and maps.
Lastly, I would like to say a big thank you to all those people who have come
out on working bees etc. over the last few months. These have made a very
positive impact on the park. We have a busy planting season ahead of us and
looking forward to seeing more of you out helping to improve Baring Head for
all.
Mark McAlpine (East Harbour Park Ranger)

A new Greater Wellington/Trustees of the Friends of
Baring Head initiative!
The Wainuiomata River – Your River of National Importance

We drive down alongside it on the way to Baring Head. A little further on from
the first carpark, the Wainuiomata River empties through an ephemeral
lagoon into the ocean. But in the meantime it has shaped not only the rest of
the valley, but much of the park. It has left behind about 60 hectares of aptly
named flood plain, the oxbow wetlands reminding us that its current river
course is not permanent. The floodplain, lagoon and oxbows are all important
ecosystems in their right but I will focus on the river itself in this article.
At some 22 kilometres, the main-stem of the river is quite short. Nevertheless,
it has a reputation as being a good trout fishery and I often see anglers trying
their luck at Baring Head. It has also been classified as a River of National
Importance, with good and healthy populations of several native fishes, most
of which are under threat. Waterfowl take advantage of it and there are a
number of rare and endangered plants species residing along its banks and in
its associated wetlands.
Unfortunately, while there is an area in Baring Head identified as spawning
habitat for whitebait species, further upstream there are mostly no overhangs
or plants to shade or strengthen the river margins, as well as provide root
masses and other habitat features. Significant slumping and erosion caused
in part by this lack of vegetative cover contributes to the destruction of native
fish habitat. Further enrichment planting is needed to extend and enhance the
existing spawning sites.
Unsurprisingly, then, the river is one of the main ecosystems being targeted
by the Friends of Baring Head and the Greater Wellington Regional Council.
They want to restore it as part of their 1 0-year Biodiversity Action Plan. It has
already been fenced off to prevent further stock damage and a total of 1 3
sites have been identified for planting of native species to improve its health,
stabilise its banks and provide better and larger spawning areas for whitebait.
We plan to plant in five of these areas over the next few months. As always,
your help would be welcomed.
Contact me on 478 4391 or at rydercj@xtra.co.nz if you would like to follow
up.
On a personal level, I believe that the river as a whole can be even more of
an asset to the residents of the valley, and to the region as a whole, than it is
now in its somewhat degraded state. What we will be doing at Baring Head is
restoring a little bit of the river’s mauri. Hopefully, this will inspire the
community and landowners to do even more upstream.
Colin Ryder

Become a Friend of Baring Head!
First, thank you to all those members who have renewed their subscriptions – your
continuing support is always appreciated and will be especially needed from now on
with major projects close to requiring substantial commitments from our little group.
If you want to become a Friend (or want to renew your sub) you can either:
• send a cheque or cash to the Friends of Baring Head Charitable Trust, PO Box
38076, Te Puna Mail Centre, Lower Hutt 5045; or
• deposit directly to our bank account, Westpac 03 0543 0326859 00, including your
name in the reference box.
And, of course, any donations are always welcome.
Our subscriptions are Individual (waged $20 or unwaged $10). Family $30, or
organisation $50.
Please feel free to contact Colin Ryder, our Treasurer, at rydercj@xtra.co.nz or direct
on (04) 478 4391 over any donation or anything to do with your subscription.

